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Tour Manager’s Report 
(Maj Phil Ashman) 
 
Another year of success in Gibraltar - the aims of Army Squash well and truly met.  A team 
of 14 players toured this year with a mixture of U25, Ladies, O35, and Vets.  The main 
aims of the tour were to develop players’ skills across the board (in particular the U25s and 
Ladies), continue to foster good relations with the Gibraltar Squash Club (GSC) and 
ensure we improve and gain experience as club/tournament referees.  All aims were met 
and relations with the club remain stronger than ever.  Army players were engaged in a 
high level of squash training and matches, witnessed the game being played to the highest 
standard during the Professional Squash Association (PSA) Tournament, and took a 
leading role refereeing matches, including the PSA final.   
 
Everyone gained a great deal from the tour, no matter what their age (ages ranged from 
18 – 49) or previous experience.  That is what makes Gibraltar such a successful place to 
tour, and why it should remain a firm fixture in the Army squash calendar.  There were 
some outstanding performances throughout the week, and it is difficult to single any one 
out.  However WO2 Lenny Westover is one of the most talented squash players the Army 
has produced over the years and he did not disappoint this week.  Lenny played a PSA 
opponent in the qualifying rounds and was able to take a game in what was the most 
entertaining match of the whole tournament.  The match had everything, an exceptional 
standard of squash, blistering speed, humour and above all the highest standard of 
sportsmanship (a lesson to all players of how the game should be played and enjoyed!).  
Maj Elaine Radcliffe reaped the fruits of her labour over the last year and played a 
consistently high level of squash – she is the most improved player this year.  The U25 
team, several of them Gibraltar first-timers, had the most to learn, the conditions were 
tough with high temperatures and tricky opponents.  Cfn Adam Smart had the most 
success, reaching the Amateur Open Semi-Final before being knocked out by WO2 Lenny 
Westover – REME Championships should be interesting this year…..  
 
We must thank the Gibraltar Squash Club’s committee and members for yet another year 
of quality squash, organisation and hosting.  As always, we were looked after incredibly 
well during the week by the club’s members and the staff, tough competition on court and 
excellent company off court.  We have all become great friends over the years and long 
may it continue.  Unfortunately Heather Duez, a stalwart behind the scenes at the club, fell 

ill this year and was unable to be with us for the week, our thoughts are with her 
and we wish her a speedy recovery.  Finally the tour would have not been 

possible without the support we receive from the Army Squash Rackets 
Association, Army Sports 

Lottery and units for 
releasing players 
(which is always a 

challenge).  We are very 
grateful for support we 
receive, which helps to 
develop a successful 
Army Squash Team 
that has now won all 
4 categories at the 
UKAF Inter Services. 
  



Gibraltar Squash Tour Daily Reports 
(Capt Sian Mayor) 
 
Tour Arrival 
 
After a very early start (3:30 AM!), Maj Phil Ashman managed to navigate the team to the 
Gatwick South Terminal.  Sadly we were flying out from the North Terminal – a good start 
to the tour with a brisk walk to catch the flight.  Having arrived at the correct terminal the 
‘advance party’ passed through security with only one thing on our minds – breakfast!  
Unfortunately Phil then realised he had the boarding passes for the rest of the team and 
had to speak to security to get back through to departures,  a great start from the Tour 
Manager, who was subsequently and suitably fined!   The early start took its toll, with 
many of the team adopting the “catching flies” pose during the flight – not a pretty sight.    
 
On arrival, intense negotiations commenced for 
room allocations, followed by a briefing from the 
Tour Manager on rules and etiquette during the 
tour.  The veteran contingent required their forty 
winks in the afternoon, whilst others did the 
routine outing to Morrisons for the weekly rations.  
Last to arrive was Capt Sian Mayor, who was 
travelling from “up North”.   The Northerner 
joined the tour in the evening - minus her 
luggage and sense of humour, temporarily...   
Luckily WO2 Lenny Westover had some spare 
female clothing, so she was able to play and be 
suitably dressed for the evening. 
 
LBdr James Dwyer Memorial Trophy 
Gibraltar Squash Club (GSC) v Army 
 
The James Dwyer Memorial Trophy kicked off the competitive spirit in earnest with some 
close matches and fiercely-fought rematches between old foes.   Acclimatisation to the 
Gibraltar court temperatures left a few faces matching their very red ASRA kit.  Lt Col 
Yvette Ashman's result doesn't accurately reflect the competitiveness of her match; the 

first game went to 16 – 14 with some aggressive squash and 
determination, her opponent looked uncomfortable throughout 
but managed to remain composed to win the match.   
 
The U25 team found some of the Gibraltar Club’s experienced, 
and in some cases Veteran, players difficult to handle with all of 
the youngsters losing on the night.  A good wake-up call ahead 
of the Gibraltar Open, where they would need to eradicate some 
of the mistakes and learn to play on the warm courts – 
something to work on during the morning training sessions.  Cfn 
Adam Smart (pictured left) had the best match of the U25 
players.  Up against the club No1 he put in a spirited 
performance, taking a game off a very experienced and solid 
player. 
 



Bdr James Burke had the most physical match of the evening.  Playing one of the fittest 
members of the GSC, Steve Shacaluga, he went 2-0 down.  He showed patience, 
determination and maturity on court to win the next 2 games.  With both players looking 
tired in the intense heat of Gibraltar, it would come down to the player who wanted it the 
most – James started the 5th the stronger and dominated the rallies, making sure he got a 
good lead.  This proved too much for Steve, who could not close the gap and never looked 
like catching James - a great comeback and an impressive win in difficult circumstances. 
 
Maj Elaine Radcliffe (main picture) had the match of the evening.  Up against a quality 
opponent, Jessica Haycocks (one of the favourites for the Ladies Gibraltar Open), she 
started well, pushing her opponent all the way to set up a thrilling 5th and deciding game.  
After taking an early lead Jessica played some first class squash, drawing on all her 

experience and skill to close the game 
out and take the very tense final game.  
Although she lost the match, Elaine 
showed how much she has improved 
over the last year and the potential she 
has for the future; just reward for all of her 
hard work, coaching and intense 
preparation. 
 
The first evening was rounded off with a 
superb BBQ, which gave us a chance to 
catch up with the Gibraltar Squash Club 
members and share some stories with the 
opposition- delicious food prepared by 
Hayley which has set the bar high for the 
next BBQ on Saturday! 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gibraltar Squash 
Club 

Army Result Win/
Lost 

Martin Carey Lt Col Yvette Ashman 3 - 0 Lost 

Jessica Haycocks Maj Elaine Radcliffe 3 - 2 Lost 

Ying King To Capt Kim Roper 1 - 3 Won 

Gail Navas Capt Sian Mayor 3 - 2 Lost 

Jessica Gomez SSgt Caz Myatt 0 - 3 Won 

Thomas da Silva Maj Phil Ashman 1 - 3 Won 

Steve Shacaluga Bdr James Burke 2 - 3 Won 

Colin Davies WO2 Matt Price 3 - 1 Lost 

Adam Newham 2Lt Johnno Griffiths 3 - 0 Lost 

Sartus Hall WO1 Mick Ford 1 - 3 Won 

Chad Williams  LCpl Adam Boyle 3 - 1 Lost 

Christian Navas Cfn Adam Smart 3 - 1 Lost 

Mike da Silva LCpl James Bayliss 3 - 2 Lost 

Anthony Brindle WO2 Lenny Westover 3 - 0 Lost 



Day 2 – Training  
 
The first morning of training saw the women and U25s on court with Karen Chang, a coach 
who has come over from Farnborough, doing a variety of drills in preparation for the 
matches in the evening.  The session ended with “Suicide Runs” which finished us all off - 
we'll see if we can improve our score by the end of the week.   
 
Some of the more experienced players went on court to carry out more complex drills, a 
little too complex for the soon-to-be-commissioned Intelligence Corps Officer WO1 Mick 
Ford, who just couldn’t get his head round ‘boast, drop, drive, drive’ – sounds easy but not 
for Mick…...  The team finished off with some fun doubles, with the reigning Gibraltar 
doubles champions, Maj Phil Ashman and WO2 Lenny Westover receiving a challenge 
from the young pretenders Cfn Adam Smart and LCpl Adam Boyle (known as Adam2).  
With some entertaining squash, the match went first one way then the other, but it was not 
to be for Adam2, predictably losing in the 5th.  The time off in the afternoon was spent 
exploring the town, beach and enjoying a well-earned ice cream or two.   
 
Start of the Gibraltar Squash Open 
 
We were all back at the squash club at 5 PM to either play 
in the early rounds of the Gibraltar Open or support.  All of 
the ladies played their first matches of the tournament.  Capt 
Kim Roper had some great rallies with Gail Navas but could 
not sustain her attacks, eventually losing 3-0.   SSgt Caz 
Myatt's opponent was unwell and so the former goes straight in 
to the next round, eager to get on court for her first match but 
she will need to wait another day!  With all but 2 of the team 
making it through the early rounds we were in a strong 
position going into day 2 of the tournament. 
 

 
 
During the first rounds 
the Army team took on 
many of the refereeing 
duties – great experience 
that will be invaluable at 
the Inter Corps and Army 
Championships where 
experienced referees are 
in short supply. 
 
  

Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

LCpl James Bayliss Troy Charvetto Men's prequal 2 3 - 0 

LCpl Adam Boyle Justin Chipolina Men's prequal 2 1 - 3 

WO2 Matt Price Noiky Roberts Men's prequal 2 3 - 0 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman Nicola Upcott Women's round 1 3 - 0 

Capt Elaine Radcliffe Jessica Gomez Women's round 1 3 - 0 

Capt Kim Roper Gail Navas Women's round 1 0 - 3 

Capt Sian Mayor Zoie Smith Women's round 1 3 - 0 

SSgt Caz Myatt Jan May Women's round 1 WO 



Day 3 - Training 
 
This morning Maj Phil split us in to groups to train; we were getting used to the courts now, 
in terms of how much more time you have on the ball in this heat.  However, we were all 
still rapidly red-faced and hot! Karen's group spent time analysing each other's position on 
court and playing conditioned games- she gave one player a condition and the opponent 
had to say what they thought the condition was at the end of the game- it was really good 
and certainly made us think on court.  Others worked on serve 
and return and line games in preparation for the evening's 
matches.  In true military style, press ups were awarded for 
mistakes, especially serving out. 
 

Gibraltar Squash Open 
 
Col Yvette (pictured bottom right) had a great match with Justin 
Chipolina; they had some brilliant rallies and Col Yvette’s 
consistent volley return of serve demonstrated that the 
morning's practice was certainly worthwhile.    It was feared 
that WO1 Mick Ford (main picture) was becoming rather too 
acquainted with the tin during his first game but fortunately, he 
found his form to win the match against a very vocal Darren 
Torres; we did mistakenly believe the match to be one in the 
veterans' competition after both were struggling for air after 
some of the rallies - certainly one of the most entertaining 
matches of the tour so far. 
 
The U25 players continued to struggle with both the heat 
of the day and competition.  LCpl James Bayliss 
struggled to find his form, making too many unforced 
errors, something that would be his eventual undoing 
against Ian Clarke.  2Lt Johnno Griffiths met the talented 
and exceptionally quick local boy Sartus Hall.  He did well 
to take a game but Sartus’ speed, agility and exceptional 
shots proved too much for Johnno, losing 1-3.   

Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

Capt Kim Roper Jessica Gomez Women's A Plate 0 - 3 

WO2 Matt Price Carl Gomez Men's Pre-Qual 3 1 - 3 

WO1 Mick Ford Darren Torres Men's Pre-Qual 3 3 - 1 

Maj Phil Ashman Julian Teuma Men's Pre-Qual 3 3 - 0 

LCpl James Bayliss Ian Clarke Men's Pre-Qual 3 0 - 3 

2Lt Johnno Griffiths Sartus Hall Men's Pre-Qual 3 1 - 3 

Bdr James Burke Chad Williams Men's Pre-Qual 3 3 - 0 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman Justin Chipolina Veterans 0 - 3 

LCpl Adam Boyle Jack Scott C Competition 3 - 0 

Maj Elaine Radcliffe Jack Britton C Competition 3 - 0 



Day 4 - Training 
 
This morning's training saw people being more specific about which parts of their game 
they wanted to focus on, having played a couple of matches.   Length was consistently 
being worked on, difficult to get the perfect length on hot courts - it can't be practiced 
enough! Different drills were introduced to incorporate this and keep us all on our toes, 
making us think as well as moving around the court. 
 
Gibraltar Squash Open 
 
The evening saw the first of the matches where the Army were matched against each 
other.  Lt Johnno Griffiths and WO2 Matt Price played a fiercely contested match against 
each other; there were multiple interferences between both players during the match, with 
some hotly contested calls.  It was good to see that, despite the heat of competition and 
some controversial decisions, both players reacted with good sportsmanship, with Matt 
eventually getting the upper hand to win 3-1.   

 
The next match was one of youth versus 
experience, between Maj Phil Ashman and Cfn 
Adam Smart (pictured left), which saw youth 
emerge victorious.  However, this wasn't 
without a plethora of marathon rallies between 
the pair, which was exciting for the audience 
(no doubt unpleasant for the players) and surely 
they must have each run 10k on court! For the 
ladies, both Maj Elaine Radcliffe (pictured 
bottom right) and Col Yvette are through to the 
semi-finals and can both look forward to tough 
matches ahead. 
 
Overall a good night for the Army with 6 of the 
12 players making it through to the next rounds, 

with the 6 losers moving to various plate competitions. 

Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

WO1 Mick Ford Mark Tewkesbury Men's Pre Qual 4 2 - 3 

Bdr James Burke Steve Shacaluga Men's Pre Qual 4 3 - 0 

Maj Phil Ashman Cfn Adam Smart Men's Pre Qual 4 0 - 3 

WO2 Lenny Westover Carl Gomez Men's Pre Qual 4 3 - 0 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman Ying King To Women's QF 3 - 0 

Capt Elaine Radcliffe Gail Navas Women's QF 3 - 0 

Capt Sian Mayor Jessica Haycocks Women's QF 0 - 3 

SSgt Caz Myatt Abbie Hicks Women's QF 0 - 3 

LCpl James Bayliss Darren Torres B Comp QF 0 - 3 

2Lt Johnno Griffiths WO2 Matt Price B Comp QF 1 - 3 



Day 5 – Rest Day (From Training!) 
 
Today was our day off from training and 
saw the majority of the group go 
caving.  Our guide, Pete, is an ex-Royal 
Engineer and took us down St 
Michael's and Lower St Michael's 
caves.  The caving involved a 
combination of free climbing, clinging to 
ropes (more so in some cases than 
others) and sliding on our bottoms.  We 
finished with assistance from Maj 
Ashman with strategically placed hands 
to give us all a boost up a slippery 
slope.  What a great experience and 
unique opportunity to see a sterile cave 
with incredible views of stalagmites and 

stalactites.  The caving required team work and communication, whilst everyone also 
maintained a great sense of humour throughout. 
 
Gibraltar Squash Open 
 
The afternoon's matches provided 
a fantastic opportunity for 3 of our 
players to compete against 
professional squash players.  WO2 
Lenny Westover (pictured right, 
chasing another well-disguised 
shot ) played against Vincent 
Droesbeke; both players were very 
entertaining to watch and it 
seemed more akin to an exhibition 
match at times with both players 
demonstrating their ability to move 
each other around court, disguise 
their shots and change direction at 
breakneck speed to get seemingly 
impossible balls.  Lenny played 
brilliantly to take a game from his 
opponent but not enough to cause 
an upset – the match went 
predictably to the professional.   
 



Cfn Adam Smart ran his socks off in a high intensity 
match versus Claudio Pinto, an upcoming 
professional, which got closer with each game; a let 
in the last captured on camera (pictured left) shows 
the on court dance between the pair. A very 
impressive performance by the Army U25 champion 
against a professional player that eventually made 
the final. 
 
Bdr James Burke 
(pictured right) played 
well to take some hard 
earned points in his 
match against Bradley 
Masters.  Although not 
short on effort or skill, it 

was not enough against a hungry young player who would not 
be knocked off his squash career goal; it was a comfortable 
win in the end for Bradley although he had to work hard for it. 
 
 
SSgt Caz Myatt played a thrilling match against Gail Navas; 
she came back from match ball down to take the next 2 
games to set up an exciting 5th.  We were on the edge of our 
seats in the 5th - neither of them seemed able to finish it, with long rallies and the score 
finally finishing 16 - 14 to Gail – unlucky Caz but a great effort and fight back. 

 
Another 
successful day 
for the Army 
team with 3 
players gaining 
some valuable 
experience and 
now moving to 
the Amateur 
Open and Army 
players 
progressing in 8 
of the 
competitions. 
 
 
 

Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

Bdr James Burke Bradley Masters Men's Qual 1 0 - 3 

WO2 Lenny Westover Vincent Droesbeke Men's Qual 1 1 - 3 

Cfn Adam Smart Claudio Pinto Men's Qual 1 0 - 3 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman Jessica Haycocks Women's SF 0 - 3 

Maj Elaine Radcliffe Abby Hicks Women's SF 0 - 3 

Capt Sian Mayor Ying King To Women's Plate SF 3 - 0 

SSgt Caz Myatt Gail Navas Women's Plate SF 2 - 3 

Maj Elaine Radcliffe Troy Charvetto C Comp SF 3 - 0 

LCpl Adam Boyle Noiky Roberts C Comp SF 3 - 0 

WO2 Matt Price Julian Teuma B Comp SF 3 - 1 

WO1 Mick Ford Marcus Hall A Comp QF WO 

Maj Phil Ashman Colin Davis A Comp QF 3 - 0 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman John Potton Veteran Plate QF 3 - 0 

WO1 Mick Ford Justin Chipolina  Veterans' QF 3 - 0 

Maj Phil Ashman Mike Da Silva Veterans' QF 3 - 0 



A day of tough competition …….. 

 
Can lead to this ………. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maj Elaine Radcliffe to the rescue ………….. 
 
It was a mixed day for Maj Elaine Radcliffe 
on the medical front.  First she managed to 
injure her opponent Troy Charvetto 
(pictured right holding ice on his injured 
eye) by hitting him with her racket – an 
accident honest!  A bit of ice and he was 
on the road to recovery, good looks intact.  
 

Having given some sympathy and ice to her 
opponent (but not the match!) she proceeded to 
watch the PSA Men’s semi-final between Jan 
Koukal (No3 seed and previous tournament 
winner) v Mark Fuller from England.   
 
In a gripping match, Jan was hit just above the 
eye causing a nasty looking cut that would not 
stop bleeding.  The rules allow the player to take 
as much time as necessary to recover when the 
injury if it is caused by the opponent, but 
unfortunately the wound would not stop bleeding 

and risked forcing Jan to withdraw from the competition.  However up stepped Elaine …. 
with only the club’s first aid box to work with the Army physio (yes physio!) proceeded to 
sterilise the wound before expertly sewing and dressing it.  She did such a good job that 
Jan was able to not only re-start and win the semi-final but also go on to take the title for a 
second time by beating Claudio Pinto in a gripping final. 

 

 
 
 
 

Jan Koukal 
pictured with 
Claudio Pinto and 
Gibraltar Squash 
Club president and 
tournament 
organizer Barry 
Brindle 



Day 6 – Closing Stages of the Tournament  
 
The courts were more in demand this morning due 
to the arrival of the professionals yesterday and 
them needing time to get used to the courts.  As a 
result, we had to make the most of the time we had; 
groups were mixed up and we each focussed on 
our own areas- always starting with lengths.   We 
finished with games against each other, and had the 
chance to play against people we hadn't yet been 
on court with during the tour.  During the afternoon 
break, some stayed at the club to watch some of the 
professionals' matches, whilst others popped into 
town to do some retail therapy and sight-seeing. 
 
Five games was the norm for the first matches of 
the evening.  Both WO1 Mick Ford's and Maj Phil 
Ashman's matches were closely fought contests 
with brutal rallies throughout, with the former losing 
out in the 5th and the latter emerging victorious.  
Although Phil (pictured top right gasping for air!) 
managed to beat Sartus Hall in the closest of 
matches, it would take its toll later as he looked 
physically spent. 
 
 
 

 
 
Mick Ford (pictured left) put up an equally 
good performance against the talented local 
player, Thomas Da Silva who proved too 
tricky and unbelievably quick for the Army 
Vet.  The match broke Mick physically and 
he was unable to play any further part in the 
tournament, withdrawing from the Vets 
competition. 
 



 
Bdr James Burke (pictured top left) played exceptionally 
well in his match, and competed with one of the top 
seeds in the Semi-Final of the Amateur Open, Anthony 
Brindle.  What was most impressive was that, instead of 
playing defensively he attacked, showing ambition and 
desire and was certainly not fazed by his opponent’s 
pedigree.  He wrong-footed Anthony on numerous 
occasions, and remained focussed throughout.  Anthony 
eventually had to concede due to injury, but who knows 
what would have happened had the match gone the 
distance …. showing this level of composure is 
testament to the level James is currently playing at, he is 
now justifiably a regular member of the full Army Men’s 
Team. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The other Amateur Open Semi-Final 
was an all REME affair between the 
15+ years REME Champion WO2 
Lenny Westover and the young 18 
year old Cfn Adam Smart (pictured 
bottom left).  From the outset Adam 
tried to play hard fast squash to take 
advantage of his youth and speed 
on court, however Lenny was 
having none of it, far too 
experienced to allow his opponent 
to dominate the pace of the game.  
He mixed it up with a range of lobs, 
volleys and drops to break up the 
rallies.  Adam could not find his 
rhythm and was beaten comfortably 
in the end 3-0, more work to do 
before the REME Championships 
this year …..  

   



The end of the evening's matches saw the Gibraltar Squash Club players, the PSA players 
and the Army team all go out to a local restaurant in the marina for tapas together.  This 
was a chance to socialise with the other players and talk about the day's results with some 
rallies being discussed in particular detail.  It was interesting to learn what it takes to be a 
top level squash player, and the dedication and commitment which is nothing short of 
phenomenal, let us hope they get the rewards they justly deserve with the sport earning a 
place in future Olympics.   
 

 
 
 
 

Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

WO1 Mick Ford Thomas Da Silva A Comp SF 2 - 3 

Maj Phil Ashman Sartus Hall A Comp SF 3 - 2 

Bdr James Burke Anthony Brindle Amateur Open SF Injury 

WO2 Lenny Westover Cfn Adam Smart Amateur Open SF 3 - 0 

Lt Col Yvette Ashman Martin Carey Veteran Plate SF 0 - 3 

Maj Phil Ashman Colin Davis Veteran SF 3-0 



Finals Day 
 
Finals day meant that the atmosphere at the club was buzzing 
all-day multiple finals were to be played, finishing with the PSA 
Tournament Final in the evening.  Army players were involved 
in 4 of the 6 finals being played, with 2 of those being an all 
Army final - a mark of the success of the tour overall.   
 
The first match on court was the C Competition Final between 
Maj Elaine Radcliffe and LCpl Adam Boyle (pictured right).  
Elaine played her best squash of the week against Adam and 
had some fantastic retrievals out of the back corners but was 
unable to convert this to a win; the 3 - 0 result does not reflect 
how closely fought the match was, as Elaine certainly made 
Adam work for every point and sweat from both the effort and 
the risk of losing! 

 
 
The Woman’s Plate Final was another all Army match 
with SSgt Caz Myatt (pictured left) taking on Capt Sian 
Mayor.  With important Army ranking at stake this proved 
to be a tough contest.  Despite a spirited fight from Caz, 
Sian’s all round game was too strong and her 
consistency and length got the better of Caz in the end, 
winning 3-0.  
 
Maj Ashman had successfully reached two finals.  In his 
first final his opponent was Thomas Da Silva, a club 
player he had beaten on the first night during the James 
Dwyer Memorial Trophy.  Thomas did not seem to be the 
same player this time round though, he looked 
determined and was keen to attack any loose balls, and 
put Phil under pressure at every opportunity.  Despite 

Phil’s best efforts, he could not defeat Thomas this time round and applauded how much 
Thomas had improved since last year and indeed since last Friday! 
 
A quick change of kit and Maj 
Ashman was back on court against 
Colin Davis in the Veterans' Final.  
This match was far more successful; 
whilst both players were tired after 
many matches during the week, Maj 
Ashman moved his opponent from 
corner to corner and ground him 
down to win 3 – 0 and avenge a 
previous year’s defeat at the hands 
of Colin. 
  
 
  
 
 



We all eagerly awaited the match between WO2 Lenny Westover and Bdr James Burke in 
the Amateur Open Final as it was sure to be a close match with both players on form.  The 
players did not disappoint, with the first game finishing 16 – 14 in a hard fought battle.  
James played some inspired squash and played aggressive squash, however he could not 
afford any mistakes against Lenny, who punished anything loose.  Lenny’s range of shots 
and patience eventually proved to be the difference as he took the match 3-0.  With only 
the PSA final remaining it was time for the team to change into fancy dress, this years’ 
theme being ‘Minions’ – no prizes for guessing who had to come as Gru! 
 
 
Spot the difference ……………… 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The squash finished with the 
PSA Final between Jan Koukal, 
from the Czech Republic, and 
Claudio Pinto, from Portugal.  
Neither player had been 
predicted to reach the final as 
Jan was the No3 seed and 
Claudio was a qualifier, 
reaching his first PSA 
tournament final.  The viewing 
gallery was packed full as the 
referee introduced both players.  
The 3 referee system was used, 
which saw WO1 Mick Ford 
stepping up and volunteering to 
be one of the 3.  The squash 
was mesmerising with both 
players playing an attacking 
game; the angles they created and pick-ups they reached meant that the rallies often 
lasted longer than some of our own games!  However, the match was not the longest of 
the tournament as it appeared that Claudio simply ran out of ideas against Jan, who is by 
far the more experienced player.  Despite the injury to his eye his aim was not affected, 
with millimetre accuracy he was able to close out key points and win his second Gibraltar 
PSA title.   
 



 
After the matches finished, it 
was time for the prize giving 
and presentations.   As well as 
handing out the prizes for the 
numerous squash 
competitions, the Army 
Squash Team presented gifts 
to the staff at the club for their 
hospitality, organisation and 
generosity during our stay.  
The Tour Manager presented 
an engraved bell for the bar to 
the club president, Barry 
Brindle (pictured left).   
 
 
 

 
The Club welcomed us with a smile each morning for training at the courts and involved us 
in all aspects of club life, making us feel part of their club rather than mere visitors.  The 
Army Squash Team maintain an excellent relationship with the Gibraltar Squash Club and 
hope to be back again next year, and many years to come, for another week of training, 
playing and spectating top class squash. 
 
Player 1 Player 2 Competition  Result 

Maj Phil Ashman Thomas Da Silva A Comp Final 0 - 3 

Bdr James Burke WO2 Lenny Westover Amateur Open Final 0 - 3 

Maj Phil Ashman Colin Davis Veteran Final 3 - 0 

Capt Sian Mayor SSgt Caz Myatt Women's Plate Final 3 - 0 

Maj Elaine Radcliffe LCpl Adam Boyle C Comp Final 0 - 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Army Team 
 
 
 

Back Row:  Maj Phil Ashman, Bdr James Burke, WO1 Mick Ford, WO2 Lenny Westover 
Middle Row:  WO2 Matt Price, Capt Kim Roper, Capt Sian Mayor, Lt Col Yvette Ashman, 

SSgt Caz Myatt, Maj Elaine Radcliffe 
Front Row:  Cfn James Bayliss, LCpl Adam Boyle, Cfn Adam Smart, 2Lt Johnno Griffiths 


